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10 January [188]9 


Sir, 

Respectfully referring to your suggestions of the 2™ inst. with regard to Capt. Henry M. 
Crotzer, Cutter in the Coiner’s Department who was detailed for special service at the Post 
Office to overhaul, clean, examine, classify, and arrange several wagon loads of old books and 
records, and miscellaneous documents, which had accumulated in the loft and closets of the Mint 
and other hiding places from which they were taken, I have to say that he performed that, by no 
means agreeable duty, with painstaking, methodical, and faithful fidelity. 

It has been a very useful service 
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in many ways and in addition to the handling and cleaning of these dusty and dilapidated old 
documents, he has devoted a great deal of intelligent research to ascertain from such records and 
memoranda as came under his observation, and verify the statistical accuracy of the coinage 
reports of former years, and has made up a very large book showing the correct coinage for each 
year by denominations—which is a very valuable record for reference. It was intended for your 
use, and if you so direct I will forward it to your office as part of the records and archives of the 
Bureau. 

In making up this book he made careful examination and comparison, step by step, of 
books and records with the office of the Coiner of this Mint, especially comparing 
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and verifying the records, correcting errors, and where feasible harmonizing discrepancies. I take 
pleasure in commending him for the zeal and industry and the minute carefulness with which he 
has performed this very useful service. 

I have informed him that this special mission is about ended, and that there will be no 
further occasion for his services in that capacity; but have to remark that ever since the death of 
George Birnbaum, who served as doorkeeper for my office—at the head of the stairs—and who 
was designated on the roll as “assistant,” I have been obliged to assign some one of the assistants 
in the Cabinet [collection] to duty as doorkeeper for my office, a provisional arrangement which 
has not always been convenient or suitable, owing to the dif- 
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ficulty of withdrawing them from the Cabinet on days when excursion parties were in town, and 
an excessive crowd of visitors came to the Mint, which required the presence and service of the 
entire force in the Cabinet to handle them; and as he is by intelligence and character specially 
qualified for the position, I have concluded to transfer Mr. Crotzer from Cutter in the Coiner’s 
Department at $2 per diem to Assistant in the General Department at $3 per diem—vice George 
Birnbaum, deceased, and assign him to permanent duty as doorkeeper for my own office, 
formerly and for many years filled by Mr. Birnbaum. 

It will serve my purpose much better and will add greatly to my comfort and convenience 
and I respectfully 
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submit the same for your approval. You will observe that this is not a new appointment, but a 
transfer to fill a vacancy caused by a death and therefore not an increase of the force. 

I await your action on this transfer, and also your instructions with regard to the book 
above described, which was prepared by Mr. Cooper. I will forward it to you by Express or mail, 
as you may direct. 

Very respectfully, 

/s/ Daniel M. Fox 

Superintendent 


Hon. James Pollock 
Director of the Mint 
Washington, D.C. 


